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Welcome to Winnipeg, how long would you like to stay?

Hotel chain brings extended stay concept to west Winnipeg
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Posted: 04/27/2011

With glowing business prospects literally flying and driving into west Winnipeg, one hotel chain is betting that the demand for a hotel room in the city for weeks or even a month at a time is going to take off.


The MainStay Suites Winnipeg Airport on Sargent Avenue recently held it’s official grand opening, the first extended-stay property in the province under the Choice Hotels International banner, and only the second full-fledged extended-stay option in the city after Place Louis Riel.


Each of the $11 million hotel’s 100 rooms comes loaded with a full kitchen — stove, dishwasher, refrigerator and stocked with kitchen utensils.


"It’s a new concept out of the United States that’s every popular and been very successful," said MainStay general manager Fred Hrehirchuk, adding the hotel is fully booked in June as a number of hockey tournaments come to town.


"We felt it was under served and there was opportunity with the airport growth and some of the changes in the city that (extended stay rooms are) something there certainly there is a shortage of."


While there are a few other hotels that offer a floor or two of extended stay suites, Hrehirchuk said his hotel is in a prime spot with the new airport terminal almost complete and construction of Centreport Canada in the works.


"We expect this area is going to grow in the future. You can see it by the other hotels going up in the area," he said. "With the full kitchens and the extended-stay concept, we’re creating a niche for ourselves compared to other hotels."


Choice is in the midst of opening the Suburban Extended Stay Hotel up in Thompson.


Jim Baker, president and CEO of the Manitoba Hotel Association, said the extended-stay market is being created by consumer demand.


"Certainly suite accommodation has been, for the last number of years, a growing part of the consumer demand," he said.


"What’s been found is that for properties that offer suites, the suites are the units that go first. From that standpoint, you know there is a market out there."


Sharon Kubrakovich, marketing and communications manager for Place Louis Riel downtown, said since being converted from upscale apartments to hotel suites in the 1980s, extended stays have become the crux of the hotel’s business.


"It’s always been an important part of our business," she said.


The hotel, which has been under extensive renovations in 2007, is looking to solidify its core business by adding a grocery service in the future, she said.
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